Regd. M. No. 3446 


TERS 


Registered at G.P.O., 
transmission by post as a newspaper. 


Madras, for 


LAMP 


TOC H 


IN 
INDIA AND BURMA 


Price As. 4 
Post Free Inland Rs. 3 yearly 
Abroad Rs. 3-8 0. 


Vol. XIX 


OCTOBER 1944 


No. 10 


Toc H in the Services 


The circular letter issued by the Hony, Secretary of the 
All-India Committee early this year dealing with the posi- 
tion of men in the Forces has unfortunately given rise to 
soni misunderstanding which 1 think it is advisable to cicar 
up. 

The particular sentence involved is, 1 think, that at the 
beginning of the paragraph numbered 2 which reads ‘Only 
in exceptional circumstances will membership of Toc H be 
given to men in the services, e.g. such cases as prolonged 
Association with a recognised Branch or Group of Toc H, or 
a series of such.’ It is suggested that this sentence 
means a differential and discriminatory treatment of service 
men as compared with civilians and I want to make it clear 
that that is by no means the case. 

Before a civilian can become a member of Toc H he has 
to undergo n period of probation attached to a Branch or 
Group of Toc H, ie. a ‘testing’ period when he can also 
try himself out and make sure that he does in fact want te 
accept membership of Toc H and all that that requires in and 
from a man, The same applies to the service man and, pr^- 
vided that he is in a position to undergo a probationary period 
attached to a recognised Branch or Group of Toc H, there 
is nu bar to his election to membership. 

Every Branch of Toc H is autonomous in regard to elec- 
tions to membership (subject of course to the general principles 
of membership) and no power has been given to the All-India 
Committee, or any other committee, in India to prevent a 
Branch from electing suitable men to membership. 

Groups, of course, cannot elect to membership of Toc H. 
They recommend applicants to the electing authority, e.g. a 


Toc H Work 


The work of Toc H_is manifold in the Arakan and one of its 
most interesting developments is the ‘Haspital Club’. 

In Burma. and the Burma-India area adjacent, the gallant 
Fourteenth Army has to fight two enemies—the Japs and the 
diseases. The latter is in many ways the most formidable. ‘The 
range and variely of diseases in the Indo-Burma battle zone 
is astounding. By far the most prevalent disease is malaria. 
This disease has accounted for a high percentage of ‘medical 
casualties’. This loss worricd the Army authorities and after 
some research the Forward Malaria Treatment Unit was 
designed. These units were complete hospitals fully equipped 
to deal with malaria and a few of its attendant evils. Prior to 
the setting up of the I.M.F. T.U's as they were called, a soldier 
with malaria would have to travel often hundreds of miles 
before he arrived at a hospital proper where he could be treated. 
Thus a man was virtually lost to his unit for months on end. 
The new hospital being within a few hours journey of the 


Regional or Divisional Executive or the Lone Units Committee, 
and the particular authority concerned will elect the applicant, 
he he service or civilian, if they are satisfied with the report 
upon him received from the Group to which i~. is attached. 

That is ordinary peace-time procedure and there is no change 
in that procedure. If a service man (or a civilian) is attached 
to a Branch or Group for a short period only, then he cannot 
be elected to membership and he must wait until he can serve 
his probationary period. Such a service man would be given a 
Toc H pass. 

The change in peace-lime procedure comes in the case of 
service men who are not attached to any recognised Branch or 
Group of Toc. H. In their case there is no one who could 
recommend and report upon their applications to the electing 
authority and it has, therefore, been decided that the best 
thing to do is 10 give them Toc H passes and to place their 
names on the War Services Roll. 

Also it has been decided that it is not desirable in war time 
to sanction the formation of new groups composed entircly of 
service men. The Group is the probationary stage before 
Branch status and, as a Group composed entirely of serivce men 
may move or, through transfers, fade out at short notice, it 
has been decided to institute the system of Services’ Circles 
carrying such distinguishing names as security arrangements 
permit. 

I shall be grateful if you will communicate this explanation 
to your members and I hope that it will have the effect of clear- 
ing up any misunderstanding which may have arisen, 

J. F. ORMISTON, 
Chajrman, All-India Committee 


in the Arakan 


actual battle-zone could treat the man at once thus saving time 
and unnecessary suffering. These hospitals are capable of 
taking up to 70o patients both Indian and British. The treat- 
ment takes three weeks. The third week is mainly used in 
rehabilitation work. 

The Toc H Club is a large bamboo hut with a stage and one 
or two novel ideas designed by the doctor in charge of the 
unit, and is centred around the wards which are made of 
bamboo also. -lt is in the third week of the hospital treatment 
that the Toc H Club comes into the picture. 

When a man comes first into the hospital he looks and feels 
very ill and has little interest in the world or people around him. 
After a week in the care of the excellent hard-working hospital 
staff the soldier recovers his interest. He eats good meals and 
leaves hig bed for short walks around the hospital, which 
though situated at the edge of a jungle has nevertheless some 
beautiful scenery around it. The third week finds the patient 
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well and more or less fit. He parades for specially graded 
exercises, swimming, and outdoor games such as basket-ball, 
foot-ball, and the hospital boasts of a nine-hole golf course! . 

The Foc H Club then becomes of paramount importance. 
He goes there to write his letters in a specially secluded corner 
known as ‘Inspiration Corner’. We reads the various periodi- 
cals and newspapers and lounges in camp chairs that fecl 
splendid after a period of fighting in the jungle. 

The mental side of malaria is highly important. Mental 
lassitude and depression are but two of the after-effects that 
follow malaria. So mental stimulation is essential if the 
soldier is 10 return tu his unit fighting fit. This takes the 
form of daily and evening sessions of Quizzes, Discussions, 
Spelling Beel and Brains Trusts. Amateur Dramatics, Talks 
and Lectures all take place in the Club under the joint direc- 
tion of a medical specialist and the Toc H Warden. Radio and 
Gramophone Concerts provide the musical side of this 
valuable work. The Library which is housed in the Club is 
opened each day and the boys come to change a book almost 
every day. Under the able management of the enterprising 
C. O. of the unit and his medical specialist a similar club has 
been opened for the Indian soldiers. It is a sight worth 


seeing, some two hundred Indian soldiers clad in hospital 
pyjamas squatting on gaily coloured mats playing the various 
games of their town or village, and the radio playing native 
Indian nwwsic as a background. 

One cannot give large columns of figures or draw complex 
graphs to show the work of the two Toc H Clubs, but when 
acting as censor officer one finds as many as eight references 
in one week in the letters of the men to the work of Toc H. 

The Toc H officer has to be education-rehabilitation and 
welfare officer, and often has to act as father-confessor to 
some soldier who has a personal or family problem he wants 
to have solved. It is interesting work and it does one’s heart 
good to see these soldiers sitting of an evening in a well- 
lighted and well-decorated Toc H Club at the edge of the 
jungle. : 

I must say the medical staft cannot be too highly praised for 
the work they do (often under trying conditions) for these 
brave men who come racked with malaria and who in three 
weeks can join in a football match or in a discussion on Post- 
War Britain. We in Toc H are privileged to work in co- 
operation with men of this kind. 

C. A. Suuripan. 


‘Should we have more Religious Talks?’ 


by Suaun Herron, Yorkshire Regional Padre. 


‘Should we have more religious talks?" asks one af the 
questions on page §1 of the April issue of The Lamp (Toc 
H and the Church’). On a par with it is that other evergreea, 
included in the same collection: ‘Should Toe H be concerned 
with making men Christians?’ To the first, the answer is a 
simple ‘who cares?', and to the second an emphatic ‘of course 
we should’. 

If these questions really merit serious discussion at our 
‘Family conferences either the Family has fallen far short of 
its conception and profession or we are sorry humbugs. ‘Is 
the Toc H message a Christian message’ another question 
asks. Can anyone doubt it? Is the Main Resolution any- 
thing but a comprehensive Christian document, and if this is 
truc {and there was once no doubt on the point), is not one of 
our primary responsibilities to ‘make Christians’? 

But first, there seem to me to be three things involved in this 
matter. To begin with this shallow and departmentalised 
attitude to ‘more religious talks’. I have yet to meet a man 
who asks this question who thinks of religion in a way that is 
different to my small daughter's attitude to jam on bread— 
something added, but not part of the main diet. ‘Religious 
talks’ in Toc H do not matter as such, it makes not the 
slightest bit of difference whether we have more of them or 
less. The ‘Padres’ Innings’ is probably responsible for the 
‘jam’ attitude towards the presentation of what individual 
padres or laymen tay conceive to be Christian truth. It 
has unfortunately fostered that air of concession which units 
fegl they must make towards both padres and their faith, 
But religion in Toc H is not this. It is part of the frame 
and fabric of the Family, more than that, it is the integrating 
element which gives every other element meaning. They are 
not added departments either, they have their source and their 
only worth in the religion of the movement. The Padre 


does not need ‘more religious talks’ to make this clear. He 
is, if he is a Padre who understands Toc H, the living testi- 
mony of its truth. 

Then, if this be true, must all men who enter Toe H be 
Christians? lt does nut follow, so long as they are not left in 
any doubt as to what mauncr of men they are joining. ‘The 
Toe H message IS a Christian message and we arc, or ought 
te be, concerned 10 make men Christians. Ht is on record that 
two people whu had not so far entered into the fullness of the 
early Churches’ understanding of the meaning of Christ walked 
with Him by the way, and did not their hearts warm within 
them? The Main Resolution (and preserve us from changes 
in it) was written by convinced Christian men, with a Christian 
purpose and for them a full Christian meaning, and was so 
worded that while all Christian men might accept it and make 
their own crecdal content for it, those who abhorred creeds or 
who were filled with human admiration of the Christ might 
not be kept from walking with Him and His by the way. 

There is natural link between this and my third point 
(this grows unpleasantly like a sermon). We are concerned 
tu make men Christians, but while we have no doubis about 
that, we do have our awn technique. Toc H is probably not 
pleasing to convinced cataclysmic conversionists as a technique 
of evangelism, but that is what it is just the same. A 
technique of great skill, because it depends for its effectiveness 
on the Christian understanding and wisdom of the wisest and 
most purposeful of its members. It does not depend on words, 
though they play their indispensable part, it depends almost 
entirely on the Christian grace which teaches the true evangel- 
ist to sce when those who walk by the way are growing in 
wisdom and in stature and in favour with God and man. 

All this, and a million other things. But this is the root of 
the matter. 


The Toc H Purpose in Action 


Early in 1937 two or three men were meeting together in 
a room as a Toc HM Group, just two or three of them. They 
were imbued with the real spirit and so grow the Group must 
It was rumoured that a new padre was coming to the station 
so, to the railway station the two or three troop to mect him 
and eventually to unpack for him. The group did grow, they 
saw the material was good. Hill seasons came, for three 
months half the group were away and for the second three 
months the other half of the group. This did not mean the 
closing down of the group—far from it—it meant it was 
functioning in two places. Toe H was taken to the hill station 


for six months of the year. The carly, and I am convinced 
firm foundations of the Chakrata Group were laid in those 
pre-war days. To those men a day off was not a day off but 
an opportunity of service, service which entailed sacrifice, the 
rent for our room on earth. 

Funds were never large; indeed if funds there were, good 
was done with them, the kind of practical Christianity they 
intended living did not demand a big bank balance, nay, it was 
a big heart that was nceded—they had it. Men came, men 
went, the jobs of hospital visiting, animal welfare, jail 
visiting, carol singing, choir, blood donating, Red Cross work, 
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went on through the years. Throughout this period fellowship 
was born and throve, it grew into a bond of love and under- 
Standing, Those who have not experienced this great fellow- 
ship can have no conception as to what it has meant, and 
still! does, to those who have passed through this group. They 
have passed through but many to other groups to enrich them 
with this bond of fellowship. 

The war came, troop movements took place, members of 
the group were scattered throughout the Lastern hemisphere, 
throughout the world. One was killed in action in Africa, a 
member nearby him wrote of this chap in The Lamp, others 
have also written of him; ‘We will remember him’. 

For three years these chaps in the spirit of fellowship and 
service, each contributing to the whole because it had some- 
thing tu contribute, wrote to others in different parts of the 
world. January 1943 saw one member with spirit, a grear 
spirit, sitting on the sands of he desert writing a letter, not 


an ofdinary letter, a Toc H News letter; twice he wrote with 
four carbons each time. This newsletter he sent to Toc H 
members in England and India. Having sent three issues 
and got it established he passed it, in true Toc H spirit, to 
the man with the Gestetner and typewriters. A newsletter 
was born. For 20 months it has been going out all round 
the world, 70 copics a month. Obscure addresses, economy 
envelopes, yet month hy month new names are added to 
those ‘keeping in touch’, Six of those chaps are now pri- 
soners of war, they and their parents are written to frequently. 

The group, spread over the four corners of the earth, now 
has its own leper fund. Wherever they are they are build- 
ing bravely, bound together in that fellowship which they knew 
and loved in a stable. 

The rushlight still burns, as it did when they left it, not 
with wealth or position, but with unselfish sacrifice and un- 
selfish service. 


Toc H Explained 


The following is the text of a broadcast talk by Joyce Beecroft, .tssistunt Secretary to the Toc H 
(Women’s Section) in Southern Africa, 


What sort of picture does Toc H bring to your mind? Do 
you at once think of some sort of charitable organisation, 2 
secret sociely, an ex-serviceman’s club or a body of canteen 
workers? To my mind there leaps the picture of three or four 
men and women who regularly give up Saturday afternoons 
or Sundays to go to visit the patients at the Westfort Leper 
Institute. They have made frionds of these lepers and their 
visits mean a lot to them, but it is all done in a quiet, un- 
ostentatious manner and few people hear about it, And these 
people do not gu out there because it is their ‘duty’—there is 
nothing so cold «bout it as a mere sense of duty, They go to 
Westfort because of a genuine concern for the happiness and 
welfare of these patients In imagination they have seen what 
it must be like to be confined with about nincty other people 
within a limited area, and to be doomed to spend the rest of 
their lives there. And the hearts of these men and women 
have been touched, and they have done what they could to 
make this virtual imprisonment as pleasant as possible, They 
have done what they could to make the patients feel that the 
outsile world has not forgotten and forsaken them entirely. 
And in work like this, the only reward is the gratitude af a 
few of the patients, and the knowledge that something really 
warth while is being done. 


Not Just Another Society 


No, Toc FI is not a secret socicty or a charitable organisa- 
tion: it is something morc—a way of life; practical Christia- 
nity. And in Christianity it is love that counts; it is love 
which is the driving power. And so in Toc H we undertake 
jobs such as visiting lepers and hospitals, running boy’ and 
girls’ clubs; houses and canteens for service men and women, 
or doing T. B. aftercare work, because of love for our 
fellowman and a real concern for his well-being. Those mem- 
bers who get no enjoyment or satisfaction from their service 
are on the wrong road. 

Toc H appeals to me personally because of its great possi- 
bilities. l always has been interdenominational, and it could 
be international, Indeed it looks as if this war is doing much 
to spread Toc H among people of other nations and really take 
it outside the [English-speaking world. The many ‘free’ 
people who are now in Britain as refugees, are coming across 
Toc H in action and are being captured by its possibilities. So 
much so, that the Toc H Central Executive in England has 
appointed an International Relations Committee. 1 also see 
in it a possible means of helping to bring together the various 
Christian sects and denominations, so that, while retaining 
their essential differences, they may at least present a united 
front to the world. 
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No Blind Acceptance of Ready-made 

Opinions 

For in Toc H we are pledged to think fairly and clearly; to 
lessen by habit of thought, word and deed, the prejudices 
which separate men; to find our own convictions and to 
influence the formation of public opinion, and thus to replace 
social, racial and religious antagonisms by intelligent under- 
standing. We are also pledged to foster a wide human 
interest in the lives and needs of our fellows; tu study local 
and international conditions and their effect on men’s lives. 

I submit that if we want to think fairly we must be able to 
state both sides of a case equally well, and if we can do this, 
much of the misunderstanding and hostility which arises 
through ignorance must inevitably disappear. Further, the 
endeavour to find our own convictions will necessitate thought 
and study, and this should do away with the blind acceptance 
of ready-made opinions. The modern world provides so much 
that is ready-made that Í suppose it is hardly surprising that 
we should expect to get our ideas ready-made too. It is a 
sign of the apathy of our times that we tale over other people's 
ideas so easily. Toc H seeks to fight this apathy and its mem- 
bers are asked to foster a wide human interest in the lives and 
needs of their fellows and to give personal service. In this way 
it could well turn out to be the leaven which will leaven the 
whole of society. 

More often than not, there are other societies which are 
better equipped to undertake work for the community than the 
local branch of Toc H. In these instances members of 
Toc H do not seek to compete with such organisations but ta 
supplement and reinforce them. Service for the community 
takes many forms, and need not necessarily be labelled ‘Toc H.’ 


How did all this begin? 


Well, Toc H is the Army Signaller’s way of saying T. H., 
and T. H. stands for Talbot House. The first Talbot House 
was opened as a club for soldiers in the little Belgian village 
of Poperinghe behind the Ypres salient. It was the idea of two 
Army Chaplains to provide something a little different fram the 
existing canteens, ctc., in Poperinghe, which, as the nearest 
habitable village to the front line, catered for all the soldiers 
going to and from the city of Ypres. A large three-storey 
house was found and, with the Rev. P. B. Clayton as its 
warden, or innkeeper as he liked to call himself, the place was 
opened in December, 1915. The house got its name, first from 
the Rev. Neville Talbot, the other Army Chaplain whose 
idea it was to start the place, and then eventually it was called 
after his younger brother, Gilbert, a very brilllant young man 
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who had been killed in the battle of Hooge in July of the 
erator House was open to all men, regardless of rank, and 
it has been described as a house full of friendship, homeyness, 
fun, music, games, laughter, books, pictures and discusston. 
Here men were able to find relief from the war—from the mud 
and beastiiness of trench life, and, after the constant sight ot 
trees that were scarred and maimed, and of grass that was 
churned to mud, the garden at the Old House, must in very 
truth have seemed like a little bit of Heaven. 

But besides catering for the bady, Talbot House also catered 
for the mind and the soul. Here men learned the joy of 
service, not only through the little jobs that Tubby Clayton 
asked them to do in the house itself, but through the 
many ways in which he encouraged them to help make life 
more pleasant for the women and children still living in 
Poperinghe. ‘Their thoughts were turned away from them- 
selves to needs of others, and they found it an uplifting 
experience. Then there were chats and tea parties in the 
Padre’s study, and lastly there was the homely beauty of the 
chapel in the loft with its inward gift of hope and fellowship. 
And no one side could be said to be the true Talbot House ; it 
was all its activities and aspects taken as a whole that made 
it the unique thing that it was. And this is equally true of 
Toc H as we know it to-day. 


Between the Wars 


With the termination of the war, the need for Talbot House, 
as such, ceased to exist, and it was closed. But it was not 
long before some of those who had known the Old House came 
te Tubby Clayton and asked him how they might recapture 
the spirit of comradeship in common service and sacrifce 
which they had learned in the war, so that they sight pass it 
on to the younger generation for what they considered to be the 
greater task of peace. And so it was that Toe H, as we 
know it, began. In a small way at first, in a flat in London, 
with Boys’ Club work as the first form of service. But if the 
beginning was small, the growth was rapid and, within five 
years, Toc H had circled the globe. In 1922 the movement 
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was officially recognised and granted a Royal Charter, and in 
the same year the women’s movement began. It was called 
the Toc H League of Women Helpers, but now, after 21 years 
it has been decided to change the name to Tuc II (Wares 
Section). Though striving after the same ideals, the Women's 
Section has, from the very beginning, been quite separate foe 
‘Toc H as far as organisation and administration are concerned 

Briefly, both sections of Toc H aim at seeing all kinds of 
men find women of different birth, education and circum. 
stances, so captured by the idea of bringing a new spirit into 
ordinary life, and working together to improve its conditions, 
that their own incompatabilities cease to matter. They realise 
that we cannot hope to build a better world without improving 
the individual, and that towards this end each one must work 
towards his own highest development, 


War Again 


The present war has found Toc H ready io meet the occasion 
in all places where there are men and women in uniform, 
Houses and clubs, run as far as possible on similar lines to the 
original house in Poperinghe, have been established right 
across the world from Iceland to New Zealand, Gibraltar to 
Bagdad; while Toc H Circles have appeared among the 
forces in desert, in troopships, and in training camps. 

Even as Tec H was born out of the last war but grew into 
an organisation of 50,000, so it is to be hoped that the move- 
ment may gain added impetus and stimulus through its many 
activities and contacts in this present conflict, and, with this 
end in view, development committees are planning post-war 
programmes through which Toc H will endeavour to play its 
part in winning the peace. To those who have only come 
across Toc H and the League of Women Helpers during the 
war, may l stress the fact that we do seek to do more than 
provide canteens—that Toc H is indeed a way of life, some- 
thing which goes beyond all barriers of country or language, 
and that, with the watchwords ‘fellowship’? and ‘‘service,” 
we seek to replace the old order of greed, intolerance and 
hatred by a new order of friendship and understanding, 

{From the Compass] 


The Family in India 


Bangalore Branch 


This branch held a successful week-end camp in August at 
which seven members were present, together with two from 
Kolar Gold Fields branch and Dr. J. P. Joshua from Madras. 
The Zenana Mission Hospital Chapel was used for services on 
the Sunday. 

The main theme of the camp was ‘The Place of Toc H in 
the Post-War World’. Joshua led the discussion. The fol- 
lowing is a summary of what was said: After the war is 
over the community will expect some sort of leadership, and 
it is the duty of Toc H members to be prepared. The condi- 
tions will be very difficult, and social evils will have to be 
faced. The members of separated families will find it very hard 
to adjust and adopt themselves in a new and varied environ- 
ment, and we shall have to contribute our mite to bring about 
a happy settlement. If we can do something for them it will 
be a great help done not only to the community, but also to 
the Kingdom. For this we must get all power from God and 
His Church. Disillusionment will shatter the hopes of many. 
The Church is losing its awareness of its responsibility, aware- 
ness of its objective, so we are responsible for ourselves, for 
others, and as Christians to God. 

There are some schemes under consideration by great men 
for the creation of a better world, and if it could be of any use 
to those citizens of the post-war world it is highly desirable 
that we ‘catch them young’, and educate the ignorant and the 
illiterate so that they may not be taken unawares. With this 
in view the study of such schemes as ‘the Beveridge Plan’, 
‘Sargant’s Scheme of Education’ and ‘the Bombay Industria- 
lists’ Scheme’ was recommended. A mere study of these plans 
by ourselves will not be of any use unless the leading thinkers 


and well-meaning people of all the communities and religions 
of the area got together. Toc H should take the initiative in 
getting together all the different societies—Roman Catholics 
and non-Christians. This message of Toc H should be taken 
not only to the old, but also to the young and to the man in 
the village. Village visiting was stressed 10 be organised to 
educate them in matters regarding post-war reconstruction. 
If we can only sow the seed with right thinking God will sce to 
the growing of it. 

Resolutions were passed planning courses of study of definite 
social «and economic schemes. 


Barrackpore Group 


Rain and intermittent sunshine made August an unpleasant 
Month and there was much sickness in the locality, some of 
our members being among the afflicted, Meetings continued 
every Thursday but we were unable to welcome as many as 
we hoped because of clashes with other engagements. It was 
accordingly decided to change the meeting night from Thursday 
to Wednesday as from the beginning of September, 1944, as 
being most suitable for the majority of those who like to 
attend. With regard to the programme for the month, we 
had a variety of fare. Mr. Shirtcliffe took us on a tour 
through India with his Cine Camera and Capt. Anderson of 
the U. S. Army Signals talked to us very expertly of modern 
developments in household lighting. Some useful tips were 
collected for the ideal house we all hope to build when we re- 
turn to Civvy Street. Mr. Pande, an Indian Christian and 
Nationalist, addressed us on Indian aspirations and was good 
natured enough to answer the questions of eager inquirers. 
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One night was devoted to song, all the old favourites were 
tried over and we are much indebted to Cyril Furzman for 
playing the Organ and to the rest of the gang who humped it 
from the Church to the Lounge and back again with still 
enough wind left to sing Roger-um on the way home. 


Meerut Group 


‘Activities of Meerut Group have inereased, rather than 
diminished, during the summer months, us, besides the main- 
tenance of regular weekly meetings, hospital visiting on a 
regular basis, and the systematic collection of magazines and 
papers for despatch 1o the Burma front, have been successfully 
undertaken. Considerable improvements have also been 
eflccted to the exterior and interior of our room, and every 
Thursday evening it has been uccupicd by a good company 
engaged in consideration of Faried subjects, amongst which 
various aspects of post-war reconstruction and Toc H life have 
figured prominently. 

During this period we have been glad to have fellowship with 
various visiting members temporarily in the station, and also 
whilst having to say farewell to Padre R. G. Varney on his 
repatriation we have been glad to welcome in his stead, 
Padre R. W. Hopper from Peshawar.’ 


A Circle in Ceylon 


May 1 be permitted to introduce tu the readers of The Lamp 
a Services Circle which is, I believe, the only one so far 
begun in Ceylon. We are known as the ‘Gambardiers,’ and 
the Circle was started just one year ago in the semi-jungle 
sile where we Were stationed, 

Padre ‘Bob’ Slater was the driving force behind it In tne 
Iroop we had only 2 Toc H members, Ted Faulding (Nerth- 
wich) and ‘Ted Taylor (Harrow), so our first meetings were 
centred round the ‘Points of the Compass’. These mectings 
were held in a corner of the Stores hut lit by a hurricane 
lamp. 

One of our lads made a very neat wooden rushlighi, an 
we finished all our meetings with ‘Light’. 

Then we moved tu another site and had to find fresh 
accommodation. We settled down in another hut which we 
turned intu a meeting room by moving the beds round and 
borrowing fornis from the mess, as we cannot get chairs, 

One advantage of the move was that it brought our circle 
within reach of Colombo Branch who immediately adopted 


us, We retaliated by borrowing their members as Gues: 
Speakers. Bill MacCullock came and gave us his recollec- 
lions of life in County Antrim and Ulster. Bob Regly 


discussed with us the types of houses that may be put up 
after this war, s 

Jack Bodger told us about the pre-war labours of Colomba 
Branch, its work with the Blind Schools and iis Own Boys‘ 
Clubs. 

Colin Kerr pave us a historical talk on 
this his ‘No. r tallk’:—later he gave us his ‘No. 2 talk’ 
about ‘Tea’. Both talks were very much enjoyed as Calia 
is an expert on tea, and he is also the veteran member of 
Toc H in these parts. 

Another tall which attracted quite a large audience was 
one on ‘Boxing’, by Dantan Obeyesekere, himself an am- 
atcur Boxing Champion. Yet another, on ‘Germany and 


Tuc Ul. He calls 


Lamp Trimmings 


Alan K. Wade-Smith 


News has Leen received of the death of Cupt. Alan K, Wade- 
Smith in an aeroplane accident in the Middle East on 
August 5. Wade-Smith was a former Secretary of the 
Madras Branch and for a time acted as business manager of 
Tha Lamp. 


The news has been sent by Sgt. ‘I. Romanis, member of 


Central Europe’, being a tour 
Officers. 

One evening we asked 2 blukes to talk on their jobs in 
Cisvi Street. One is an Engine Shed Foreman and the other 
a Librarian and their short talks gave us plenty to think 
about. 

Tubby himself came our way in March and he consented 
to visit our Circle. About 60 people crowded into the mess 
hut as this was the only place big enough to hold such a 
crowd. Tubby recounted his experiences with the Merchant 
Navy and particularly the Tanker Fleet of which he is 
chaplain, He also told us of the destruction of ‘All Hallows’ 
and handed round a set of pictures. He held us almost 
spell-bound as he went frum grave to gay. I fear that the 
seriousness of his work weighed rather heavily on him thar 
evening, but we followed every word he said. 

{ could go on listing speakers and talks, but among our 
recent talks I should mention John Callf's visit to us on 
August 28th when he toid us about Toc H War Service in 
India and Burmah. 

Also Dr. C. W. Startup’s talk on ‘The human body ss a 
machine, which was extremely interesting. 

We have issued Passes to 16 people, and 3 of these are no 
longer with this unit. 

I suppose vur chief difficulty lies in finding an evening 
when the majority of our members can get together. Guards 
and duties take up a number of them, and as we are A. A. 
we get involved in exercises with searchlights and these come 
round rather too frequently. 

Our policy has been not to overdo the talking about Toc H. 
Lut to provide a series of speakers on subjects of varied 
interest. 

I do not know how right we are, hut I hope we are doing 
something to help morale in this unit. Our only job of 
service is a Troop Library, und this is run very conscientiously 
by Bill Tattersall our Chairman, 


An R.A.F. Circle 


This Circle which was formed in a previous field of the 
squadron’s operations, has been functioning in India since 
June 1st, 1944. 

At the commencement here only four of the original Circle 
remained on the unit, but, together with a few interested people 
we launched out and now we have a very fair attendance at 
our meetings. 

We base our meetings as far as pussible on those held back 
in the days of peace at home, and have been most fortunate 
in gelting a number of excellent speakers on a wide variety of 
subjects. 

We also have an uccasional musical evening and sometimes 
a ‘quiz’. 

Ata time when there was litle entertainment in the camp 
we were able tu organise gramophone recitals and lectures, and 
have for sometime been collecting books, magazines anid 
newspapers for vur own sick-bay and for hospital distribution. 
We also lend a hand whenever pussible at a Tuc H Canteen 
outside. 

Some time ago I wrote to Alan Cowling, and he informed 
me that our Circle has. been duly registered, and sent along 
some very interesting and useful literature, 

At present there are three full Toc H members. snd nine 
Pass-holders. 


made in 1938 by one of cur 


the Quetta Group in 1937-1939, who remembers Wally Mathews 
of Rawalpindi, Blanca White, ‘Pop’ Wayland, M.A. Sewell, 
Padre Thorne, Sir Henry Holland, Frank Cardew, ‘Pansy’ 
Richards and refers to them in his letter. 

On arriving in the Middle-East last year Romanis met 
Wade-Smith and Toe H was a great bend of fellowship 
between them. Wade-Smith was in a Russian plane which 
collided with another on landing at an air-port. Buth 
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planes were set on fire and Wade-Smith who was rescued by 
un American soldier was the only passenger taken alive frem 
either plane. He was rushed to the British hospital four miles 
away and for g5 hours the surgeons fought to save his life. 
He was however too badly burned and although operated upon 
and given blood transfusions he di not recover. 

Romanis pays a sincere tribute to Wade-Smitl as ‘a fine 
brother member and a fine officer.’ ‘1 always admired his 
consideration for others. I shall miss his cheerful company 
but in this respect I am not alone. His funeral was a large 
one and very representative.’ 

His many friends in Madras, Delhi and elsewhere will mourn 
his passing, but will be proud of his memory. 


oo x * * 


N.-W. India now a Region 
The Hon. Secretary, All-India Commitice, writes to say that 
he has received an air-graph letter from Lake-Lake, Fon. 


AUministrator, Toc H reporting that the Central Executive in 
London have approved the promotion of the North-West Indi: 
Division to Regiunal Status as and from the rst January 1945. 

Fresh developments in organisation like this imply growth 
and progress, and the rest of India will wish the officers of the 
new region every guud wish and all prosperity in the work 
which lies before them. 


The Ceremony of Light 

This simple ceremony which is taken at every Toc H mecting, 
has two very definite objects in view. 

First we pledge ourselves to remember those friends who. 
whether at war or in peace, have passed away. We remember 
the days we spent with them, their hopes, ideas and ambitions. 
We recall the things they said, their mannerisms and peculii- 
rities, and remembering all these things we feel proud of the 
memory of such a friend. 

Secondly we issue a challenge tu adventure, to a life wh: 
ife is not self-evident, where we are prepared to sacrifice a 
little of our time and thought to do our bit and give a hand to 
those in need. We hope that by our influcuce, by our cheerful- 
ness, by friendships and by service, to create in this world a 
spirit of happiness that taies into account no thought of 
personal gain, 

So at each meeting the famuus words of Laurence Bingun’s 


“re 


poem ‘For the Fallen’ are spoken with sincerity and: with a 
purpose. At each meeting we pause for a moment fo consider 
what others have done and to enshrine their light with 
thoughts of remembrance. 

We think, also of what we intend to do and seek God's 
guidance to further our purpose. Life lies before us, 
opportunity and adventure are there. We must he alive to ils 
significance. 


Tribute from Merchant-Navy 

A letter from Toc H Western arca Headquarters Bristol 
speaks of a recent call from a member now serving in the 
Merchant Navy who had just returned home after many 
months at sea, bringing news of Toc H lyre. there and every- 
where, but chiefly of his reception in India, of the grand Toc H 
club at Madras, uf the hospitality of Toc H members there, and 
uf his joy in being allowed to help at the Club whilst his ship 
was in dock. He finished up by telling us that the more he 
sees of Toc H all over the world, the prouder he is of the 
privilege of being a member. 

The same letter contains the following interesting description 
of the home-made lamp of one of the circles in the Middle-East : 
‘The Lamp consists of one German shell case, one Player's 
cigarette tin cover, one piece of Ju, $8 acroplane piping, and 
two inches of siring as wick, The shell case “polished to 
blazes’ forms the body of the Lamp, the cover its lid, the 
piping the cross.’ . 


News from Bombay 


The Rev. P. Stacey Waddy bas accepted the Branch's invita- 
tion to be their Padre. 

Harry Potter, M. B. E.—Service members will be interestel 
to learn that Harry Potter was presented with a silver salver 
by the Bombay Hospitaliry Committee at his farewcll concert 
at the Services Canteen on the 21st September in appreciation 
ol his services in entertaining Members of the forces. Harry is 
shortly proceeding on hume leave to recuperate after his r 
illnes 

Special Notice.—Services members wishing to spend their 
leave in Bombay shuuld write direct to Welfare Officer H. O. 
167 Sub Area, 13 A. B. P. O. and not to Secretary Toc IT. 
Bombay owing to existing accommudation difficulties, 
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